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Can moſt fincerely ſay, No one could 
be more unwilling than my ſelf to trou 
ble the Preſs. _ es 
But this Diſcourſe was taken in Short- 
Hand at the Time 1 Preach'd it ; and after 
al not a Year's Importunity, the Relations 
of the Deceaſed Gentlewoman, therein men- 
tion'd, did declare, If I would not put it 
out my ſelf, they were reſolv'd to Print it 

from their own Imperfect Copy. | 
This was the true Reaſon that overcame 
my own Inclination, and conſtrain d me to 
fend this little Taper abroad, if it may be 
diſcern'd, or uſeful, in the midſt of that 
A 2 Meridian 


To the Reader. 


Meridian Glory, which r now ſhines round 
about us.” 

And fimce it mu! now quit its helov d 
Retirement, I have only this to Beg, That 
it would pleaſe God to order his Grace and 
Bleſſing to attend it, in the Hand * b: 
Reader. 
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HE B. xi. 4. ver. latter part. 
| —— being Dead yet Speaketh, 


N this Chapter, the Fadiciows and Sacred 
Writer undertakes to enumerate the Bright- 
- B ef Inſtances, and the moſt Wonderful Effeds 
= of trie F aith, that ever gave Light to the 
World; or were ever Publiſh'd. 

And amo ng theſe Appearances of ſo much - 
Eminence and Luſtre, he ſingles out Piow Abel, 
_ gives him the Prelivence to all the reſt ; as 

os x by the venerable Character 

i; living within a few Years after 

the Creation, in the very Infancy of Time. | 
By Faith this Excellent Perſon offer'd unto 
the Great God a more valuable Sacrifice than 
Cain e No doubt, altho? at ſo great a diſtance, 
he had an Eye to our »-oft Adorable Saviour ; 
who about Four Thouſand Years afterwards, 
was to be Born meanly, to Live miſcrably, and 
at lait to Dye a moſt accurſed Death, to re- 
concile Sinners, and their Performances, to the 

offended Majeſty of Heaven. 
This: early * and Truſt in the Divine 
A Mercy, 
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Mercy, through the promiſed Meſſi G gave a 
high Value to his Offering; and made it nel 
0. acceptable, than What his faithleſs, en- 
vious; and tr Teer cond pretend tö, or 
have any Reaſon to expect. 

This Account ſeems plainly to intimate, That 


Adam was careful to communicate to Poſterity 


the great Miſtery of God. ta be, mani in 0 
Fleſh ; and 19 d in which — finite Wiſ- 


dom thought beſt to give Notice of : 5 and to 


introduce the  Allſufficient Oblation. i; A 
Thus we learn the Original of Sacrifitery and 
that they were appointed by the ſame Supreme 
Being that diſcover'd,, and undertook to aàc- 
compi the Redemption. of Mantind . Abel 
having, doubtleſs, _—_— Information-from 
his. Fatber of cheſe mo(h important. Truths, he 
reduced. allto-Prafice, and e according! . 0 
And upon this Religiau- and Dutiſul 
viour, we find ſuch Ka 475 Regard paid Frog in 
the ſacred Pages: Here the Apoſtle, in this 
Chapter now, before us, puts Vim ins the firſt 
Rant of the moſt ancient Mont hies, eltabliſh- 


ing him as the chief of the Rigbreou⸗ z for as 


it is Gen. 4. 4, recorded of him, having brougbt 
of the Fir lings of his Klock, - * ale Fat 


thereof, the Lard of Heaven neee 
and to. his Offering. 8 


This Was a very oh reat mad 3 per- 
formanceè z and as it 1 — Inſtructed thoſe that 


are 7, e it · ought: to en all amg 


A | 


＋ 
— 


of -Mrs.' Anne Worthington. 7 
And although be has been gone out of this 
Mortal Life ſeveral Thouſands of Tears, yet 
ſtill this his Il aſtrila: Bar unple ſbines upon us; 
or as the Text Has it, Us; * veg: ea en 


ſpeaketh. bt 


Now from theſe Words we ab FY 
ſerve; FO! > ltr n * 
i 634: F341 C1 6974 ity 123 1 Fro 
Firſt, That ths Ric bleu muſt Dye; md 
may ſuffer a violent Death as well as the! | groat- 
eſe. of Sinners: Tou find *tis affirny'd 1 in the 
Text, that Righrvone _— * dead: But then 
in che it 4211 1 l fro 90} 
Second Place, We are e allo 2dmoniſt'd. That | 
the memory of the Righteous ſtill endureth ; 
that — mortal like our ſelves; the Re 
of Pious Abel was not buried with him tha 


is ſtill alive, and. n enen and mne 
wth rind, SL 1018 "11 


\+. tie * 8 I 
i! 


As un bhtt Sa vr oh witike 
Notice, That eve Wee, will fave "ny 
Man from Death. „ 4111 tt * 

The moſt ſe way l can at prefer think 
of, to diſcourſe upon this Topick, will be ta 
remind you, That we'.gemerally lo upon 
Death as our utter Enemy, and the ratet 
Terror of all the Living: And if this'be/the 
Cafe 3 What difference is there to he diſcern 
between the Rigbreour and the Wirked bed hen 
both ſeem to be alile — to har e 


Conqueror? A4 
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Io clear this Difficulty, I ſhall make a Com- 
pariſon between the State and Circumſtances of 
one, and the other, at the Hour of Death, or 
that Moment they art with this preſent Life, 

And Firſt, as 49 No Rig hteowns. 

-. Suppoſe;they es be . or Rich, 
or ſhould live till their laſt Period, with a 
great deal of Pleaſure, and Comfort in this 
World. 

Io be taken away from all theſe A 
at firſt ſight, may appear to be great Loſs and 
Datinage * But I doubt not but upon Examina · 
tion of the whole matter, we ſhall find it n 
otherwiſe, rtr 


For tlie Nb are not Se eager, 
or paſſionate 'ddmirers of any thing here 'below: | 


becauſe they have learnt, - according to the 


ſervation and Experience, as well as by the De- 
clarationt of Infinite Wiſdom, That "al States 
and Conditions under the Sun are changeable, 
uncertain, and ſubject to thoſe various V7 ilſi- 
zudes, which the . Governour ſhall pleaſe 
to determine: Upon theſe Conſiderations tis 
not ſo difficult to them to part with, el the good 
things of this preſent Life. 

Beſides; they know that if Death A them 
from their Titles and Grandure, it takes them 
alſo from the Hazard, and Danger of i nking 
l Reproach, Share and Comempt. 

If it takes them * 4 vaſt * and Her 

mes, 


nature of Things, by ſerious and attentive Ob- 


a. * 
o * 1 
— ” 


(of Afr Ange Worthington, 9: 


Revenues, - it ulſo takes them from the Hazard, 
and Danger of Dopoming: Ms and | ſuffering 


the Want — all. T hives. 


If it takes them fr rom _— Pleat we, Deli 857 


and Comfart, it takes them alſo from the Ha 


zard, and Danger of Grief ang Sorrow, Lamen- 


tation and Tears. - - * 
And all #heſe ſecular — which they 


leave behind, will be abrodagtly mage up to 
them. 


the Shadow and Picture of what is excellent 
and valuable, then ſhall have confer'd upon 
them, what is angel and ſubſtantial Good. 
Now. inſtead.gf a Title, or ſome amful De- 
nomination Sho {hall from this Moment to all 


Eternity, be | 72 
and Fayour of the 


ſhall be applauded by the higheſt 7 35s and 
had in great Eſteem and Veneration, with the 


E of Ju ite of Joſe Mer Men made perfect. 


N they ſhall. immediately be poſſeſsd of 
the ever durable Riches ; the inexhanſiible Trea- 
Sures of Heaven, ſhall all be o —— before them, 
and they ſhall he admitted — anſwer and fal. 
1 ma Demands « their SF Wiſhes and 
set e 
Inſtead of the a mean 3 and Child- 


1% Entertainments of this Wor 1d, they ſhall * 


mie delay, partake of thoſe, ff 5 


f 


5 


For, as ſoon as they ate taken away 1 


happy Objects of the Love 
moll Glorious Trinity; they. 


Houſes and Land, and Sus of ” 


: ” . - * 
9 10 
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which we are all'expos'd. 
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ing Tranſports and Bxtaſecr, which cannot by 
doſent or known by any, but the moſt Ble 
In fine, they ſhall G pofſefs*d of the fr 
* and ſhall has free acceſs to thoſe 
vers of Pleaſure, which are deſignꝰd᷑ to-ſatis- 
fie all Our urgent, and thirfly Deſires after 2 
romplete and perfe# Happineſss. 

Thus ſtands the Caſs whe the Righteons, i in 
reſpect of the good things of this Life, "that 
they may part wich at Death. 

Let us proceed, and caſt our Eyes en ide 
Reverſe of all this, and ſee what Death does 
for the Righteour, in ref por” of the Evilitg 
2 WIEN 60 779 

When Death approaches tho! N55 ghteous, tis 
like a Gracious Monarch, who er to reteaſe 
and ſet free miſerable and diftreſſed Capirves and 
Priſozers, detain d * a Feng Land, an Ene: 
* Country. A ra. oh eo 

By this means 10 leg 2e. Delive- 
rance from 40 their Miſeries and Sorrows, from 
a} their Afflictions and Difappointments- for 
ever; they are petfetity cured of all their Weak- 
neffes and Infrmities of every kind; 5 they afe 
now abſolutely ſecure from the Power, the Po. 
ticy, the Matiee and Importuttity' of all their 
Spiritual Enemies??? | 

They are taken out of a mortal Body. bob⸗ 
jett to all hint and degreer of | Sickneſs''and 
Pain In ſum, they are ttanflated from a pro- 
phane and wicked World, where Impiety;' Falf: 


hood, 


ef Mrs. Anne Worthington. 11 
F Deceit,  Injuſtice and Cruelty abound 1 


nd where the Sight and Conſideration of theſe 
ices and Crimes have oſten vexed and griey'd 
heir Righteous Souls. 
Ail-theſe-moſt happy Dali e "IA 
ouchſafe, as a compaſſionate Friend, to all 


ed People, in the De and Execution 
in f its Office. | 
that And after this, which we cal the Fatal 


Stroke, then the Righteous do wy. _ to 
live, 


Alas! This Life is a D a Steed, A State 


moſt vigorous Actions and mes of the 
eparate manner af Exiſtenre. 

When a Righteous Man is got clear of at 
Reſtraint and e een and is become 


to wonder at himſelf, at the great Excellencies, 
the val Capacities, the wiehty Abilities of a 
Human Mind, now it has Liberty to diſcover, 
and exert it elf. Here the Souls of the  Righ- 
teous Commence: Perfetion. 

Nom the Underſtanding 1 is bright, and the, 
and comprehenſigg ; penetrating the intricate 


Myſteries of N@vre, and Grace; of Redemption, 
and Providence. 


Office, 


The Conſcience ſpeaks nothing but Peace, aud 
Joys ; Hope, and Conſolation, The 


Pg 


of Inſenſibility, compar'd with the waking, and - 


a zaked and unboclied Spirit, then he will begin 


The Memory is hed and feirbful, and 
never fails in the mot ex Diſcharge of its 


' 
| 


— — —i-— ———_——_ 
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The Will is intirely given up to the Guidance 
and Direction of the ſupreme Dictater. 

The Affections are all divine, and heaventy . 
lofty, and aſpiring. A! N 
When the KRighteout after ſo many mighty 
Deliverances, and with all theſe Improvements. 
are arriv'd at that ſaperiour 'World of Spirits, 
or into that Paradiſtick State, in which our 
Bleſſed Saviour himſelf was, in that intermediate 
ſpace between his Death, and his Reſurrection; 
then they may thus argue with themſelves - 

Now Thanks be fer ever paid 1 the moſt 
bountiful Goodneſs, 2 Doubts and Suſpicion 
concerning the Event and Succeſs" of our En- 
deavours are vaniſn'd, and will never more 
appear. 7 


| 
| 

| 
| e have run our Race. We have finiſhed our 
* Courſe. We have perform'd our Pilgrimage. We 
| | | 
| 

J 


have accomplith'd our Warfare.” 

Since we have paſsd the Confines of all Fear 
and Danger ; now there remains nothing, but 
that we receive our exceeding great Reward, 
wear the triamphant Crown, and gratifie our 
ſelves with the Sweets and Pleaſures, . the Joy. 
and Delights of compleat and eternal Victo- 
R * . 
Here we are ſecurely poſſeſt'd of an everlaſt- 
ing improving Felicity. 

Al the ſeveral Iluſtriaus Inſtances of it are 
thofe which follow. 

Now they begin to perceive the moſt raviſh- 
18 


of Mrs. Anne Worthington. 13 
ing Tranſports of the Beatifick Viſion ! Now 
hey begin to view our Bleſſed Lord in his 
lorified Advancements, and to receive the 
oft joyful Demonſtrations of his Infinite Love 
Now they begin to receive the moſt hearty Wel- 
comes, and the moſt delightful Congratulations 
both of Saints and Angels] Who al rejoyce at 


Man Mitheir /afe Arrival to thoſe bliſsful Regions of 
%, moſt perf Satisfaction! 

F Now they begin to be Companions to the 
noſt MM greateit and the bei? of Beings! Now they are 


molt certain, they ſhall receive the ſame Bodies 
they parted with at Death, improv'd to all the 
perfection they are capable of, which will be 
a moſt happy Meeting to them, a joyful! Reſur- 
rect ion. 3 
Aer that, they are ſure of the all- approvin 
Neu ic of che Doe Judge; and that 
they ſhall in the moſt exalted Triumph meet 
Chriſt in the Air; and that when He has made 
ey Determination of the Eternal States of 

en and Devils, the Righteows thall aſcend 
with bim to the ſuperiour Heavens, there for 
ever to remain with the Lord of all Light, and 
Life, and Glory; which is the Conſurmation 
of Bliſs. | | 

But now on the contrary, and concerning 
the Wicked. | e 

Although Human Life has ſo much Worn:- 
wood and Gall to imbitter the pleaſing Amuxe- 
ments of it, yet *tis infinitely better to be on, 
than 
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than to be where there is nothing but AMI 
in Perfection. And therefore *tis 1 Won 
that Wicked Men are willing fei to gy 
their Days, without end; becauſe the 
Circumſtance upon Eatth- is Delight and Pt | 
are, compar'd with the moſt Grtonirable Cor 
dition, or the lea degree of Puniſhinenc 
mongſt the Dammd. 
It the Sinner here is driven to A 
Extremity, and ſuffers the greateſt Niſtreſ 
Death cannot leſſen, hut muſt, wightily increi 
his Torments : It takes him from-u/l.thathi 


Heart and Affe@ions admit'd I And ſo «lll A 
wretched Creature is wholly bereavd ! He Has th 
not the caſt Glimmerings "ol Hope Were they 
Grave, or aſter Death. lion 
ie carries along with him all his- dic iaar alf racer 


wicked Habits, his inſatiable and eager Appt | 
tites and Paſſions, but finds v Objects tit: Dev 
gratifie or give them the leaſt Entertainment i 2'< 
All things there are afflictive and Rana. cuti 
full of Violence and Oppoſition! | BY 

As ſoon as Wicked Men uit the Body, an Gor. 
lanch forth into a boundleſs Eternity, 71. den 


and Remorſe, Horrour and Deſpair, are let Took 
upon them, and ſeize their Souls. Nom the 


begin to feel the moſt painful Gnawings of thai, 

cruel Worm, which ever dyes 1 They fin 5 
themſelves immediately under the Rage / and if 
Malice of the Devil and his furious Legions Jus 


Thus they begin thoſe bitter Pangs, thoſe it 
tolerall 
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olerable Agonies, which, can never know or 
nd a Period, or Concluſion! 


Fearful, Unbelieving and Abominable, as well 
as of Murderers and Whoremongers, Sorce- 
rers and Idolatert, and all Lyars ; who after 
they have dy'd once, are to dye again; for 
they muſt have their Portion in the Lale which 
burneth with Fire and Brimſtone; and that i- 
the ſecond Death; as you have it in the 2d 
Chapter of the Revelations of St. John, at the 
th Verſe, 1 C21 m n D 
All this they are fully convinc'd of , ſoon 
as they are in a. ſeparate. State; they are ſure 
they muſt Riſe, to the ReſurreFion of Damng- 
tion |. They, kngy they mult, at the laſt Day, 
receive that 70/# amazing, Sentence; ; Oo. ge 
curſed into. Everlaſting Fire, prepar d fur the 
D ul," and his. Angels ! And they are more- 
over certaiz that nothing can hinder. the Exc- 
„ width bf i tub eh 
Thus they are all as .Traytors and Malefa- 
Gors, or moſt notorious Criminals, ſelf-con- 
demn'd ; exceedingly miſerable at preſent, and 
tremble! nnder the moſt dreadp Apprehenfion 
of more exquiſite Horrors ſtill to come. 
The Rzghteows do indeed dye as well as, the 
Wicked: ; but you perceive tis with a »vighty 
difference; and the Righteous at that time has 
Jo much the Advantage of the Wicked, as can- 
not be conceiv d or expreſs'd by the moſt en- 
larg'd 


This muſt be the oſt miſerable Portion of the 


i 
| 
| 
| 
i 

\1 
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large Capacities, or the moſt comprebenſde 
La Mee either of Men or Frog A 
Theſe Meditations afe Encouragement enough Þ 
for People to live well, though they -»uft dye 
at laſt; and are likewiſe ſufficient, by God: 
Bleſſing, to ſecure the Righteo from the Fear 
of Death themſelves, or from tao much Con. 
cern, or Grief, when their Relierows Friends, 
or Relations, are taken away.  _ 
Here likewiſe we learr, Thit although it 
may be the Malice aud wretched Deſign of the 
Wicked to execute the t oſt Evil againſt the 
Rzohteons, yet tis not in their Powe? to do tliem Þ 
any rer Damage: If they Mic their Bodies, 


injure their Eſtates, or ſtain their Reputation, 
the Righteou ſo behave themſeives under zheſe 


Tryals, that they ſhall give an occaſion to the 
Exerciſe and Improvement of their Chriſtian 
Graces ; and then the certain EffeA is, their 


being better here, and conſequently intitled to 


higher degrees of Glory hereafter : If the Wic- 


ked ri the Righteous, then they are ſo anch 


the ſooner poſleſs'd of the s Perfection of 
all that's Geod and Happy. 


But now on the other hand: Wicked Men 


are the cauſe of numberleſs real Evils to one 
another; and efpecially, becauſe what preſſes 
upon their outward Circumſtances, * has Jike- 


wiſe a malionant Influence upon their Minds, 


ſo that their Miſeries make them ſtill ore 


gnilty : And ſuppoſe, whillt they are in this 


perverſi 


1 * C4." ad 
re 


